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Welcome
–
Thank you for requesting a prospectus,
which will give you an insight into life
at Kingscourt.
We are an independent preparatory
school situated just south of Petersfield
with excellent transport links allowing
easy access from, not just Petersfield in the
North, but also Hayling Island, Portsmouth
and Chichester in the south. We teach boys
and girls aged 3-11 in a Georgian building
set in our own 25 acres of private playing
fields and walled garden.
Kingscourt education begins at the
age of three when children enter our
Kindergarten. We offer a stimulating
atmosphere and opportunities to try new
things. This ignites our youngest pupils’
passion for learning, love of the outdoors
and desire to be physically active, as they
prepare to begin their formal education
in Reception.
We maintain a strong work ethic.
Academic rigour is of great importance
to us, which is borne out by our tradition
of sending children to their first choice
of local senior school, often with academic
or sports scholarships.

However, we know that education
isn’t just about great academic results.
Kingscourt staff work together with
parents to develop the potential of their
children. This character education means
we work with every child to develop
a sense of wellbeing and self-belief.
The enjoyment of a fulfilling curriculum
and exciting extracurricular activities
helps build resilience, self-motivation,
team work skills and a positive sense of
achievement. These are essential building
blocks for an enjoyable and rewarding
primary education.
We say that every day is an Open Day
at Kingscourt. We’d love you to come
and see for yourself what a Kingscourt
education could do for your child. Simply
email admissions@kingscourt.org.uk or call
023 92 593251 to make an appointment
at a time to suit you. In the meantime,
why not take a look at our website
www.kingscourt.org.uk or follow us on
Facebook (Kingscourt School) and Twitter
(@kingscourtsch).
We look forward to welcoming you to
Kingscourt soon.

Mr Jamie Lewis
Headteacher
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Ethos
–

We have a very firm sense of the
direction in which Kingscourt
needs to go and of how we
prepare young children for their
continuing education in senior
school and beyond. We are built on
the firm foundations of the basic
skills – English and Maths – but
we are also a school with a clear
vision of the future. This means
that we utilise and teach the latest
developments in technology across
all age groups so that none of our
pupils get left behind in the race to
acquire exciting new knowledge.
We constantly review our
curriculum and technology
provision with the future in mind
so that we can fully prepare our
children with the skills they will
need when they leave us. We ask
ourselves how our classroom
technology best promotes learning
and we are careful to ensure that
our staff are fully conversant with
the demands of a modern age.
But, we also enjoy very traditional
values of kindness, respect,
discipline and responsibility. All of
the older children at Kingscourt
know the younger ones and they
are tasked with helping and
supporting these young pupils
in many ways.
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There are opportunities for
leadership, for helping to
shape Kingscourt’s future, for
working together to bring about
development and to grow into
robust, capable individuals ready
to begin the next stage of
their education.
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Work and Play
–

Kindergarten
Tadpoles & Frogs
3 to 4 year olds

Children are welcomed into our
family atmosphere from the age of
three. They settle in well through
our first year of Kindergarten,
our Tadpoles class, as they attend
morning, afternoon or all day
sessions. They then build on their
confidence and early learning still
further in their second year, our
Frogs class, where they are well
prepared to join our main school
Reception class.
Our exciting, sociable and secure
environment allows your child
to discover their own interests
and learning style and means
we can get to know them and their
individual personality very well too.
Our dedicated Kindergarten team
works closely with parents, keeping
communication open at all times
so that your child enjoys their time
in our earliest years emerging as a
happy, relaxed and well prepared
child eager to begin their
formal education.
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Foundations
–
Pre-Prep
Reception
4 to 5 year olds

At Kingscourt we offer an
academic broad based curriculum
which begins in Kindergarten
and continues through Reception
where our children follow the
Early Years Foundation Stage
curriculum – a structured
approach, incorporating play-based
learning. We aim to provide a safe
and secure foundation in learning
and development respecting that all
children are unique and learn
in different ways.
Our Reception children forge
positive relationships and develop
a strong sense of enquiry coupled
with a feeling of belonging. The
children spend most of their day
with their class teachers and their
assistants who nurture, observe
and plan for each child’s
individual development.
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Building
–

Pre-Prep
Years 1 & 2
5 to 7 year olds

Year 1 at Kingscourt builds on
the foundations laid in the Early
Years stage of our children’s
education. Lessons become less
topic based and are more specific.
For instance, science and history
begin to be introduced as separate
subjects. Class teachers encourage
more independence whilst still
maintaining our nurturing
atmosphere where young children
feel supported and free to enjoy
their learning. Lessons remain very
hands on, which means our
children understand what they’re
being asked to do and retain
information through practical
involvement.
Year 2 is the last year of Key Stage 1
or Pre-Prep as it’s known here at
Kingscourt. That independence
is encouraged still further and
the basics are firmly embedded
in each child as they prepare for
their introduction to our Prep
department. Children are able to
make lots of use of our spectacular
20 acres of outside space as lessons
are often carried out in the fresh air.
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Enriching
–

Prep
Years 3 & 4
7 to 9 year olds

Year 3 is the first year of our Prep
Department. The transition is
carefully managed for both parents
and children as pupils are asked
to become still more independent
in their personal development.
The day becomes very slightly
longer meaning lessons are longer
too. Classroom work becomes
more focussed and children
are encouraged to refine their
handwriting by using a fountain pen.
In Year 4 lessons become more
specialised as children begin to
move between teachers for a range
of subjects. The curriculum is
more challenging and the class
learn the skills they will need for
their work in the later years of their
time with us.
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Confident
–

Prep
Year 5
9 to 10 year olds

Once our pupils reach Year 5 they
have become more confident and
able to take on new responsibilities
within the school community.
They often represent the school
in the sporting arena and are able
to enjoy some of the benefits of
reaching their penultimate year
with us.
Children of this age are more able
to focus their attention for longer
periods of time and we make
sure they organise themselves and
their schedules more frequently
in preparation for their transition
to senior school. Academically,
the year is spent in preparation
for senior school examinations
and children are introduced to
Verbal and Non-Verbal reasoning
which are subjects tested in those
examinations.
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Prepared
–

Prep
Year 6
10 to 11 year olds

Our pupils’ last year with us here at
Kingscourt is a magical one. Being
the eldest in the school family
brings many freedoms but also
increased responsibility. Children
are encouraged to apply for certain
roles – prefects, house captains,
ambassadors, mentors or sporting
captains – for which they are
interviewed. A head boy and head
girl are also appointed each term
and each child is given the chance
to interact with younger children,
parents and visitors.
Year 6 is one of transition. By
February, our 11 year olds know
which senior school they will attend
in September and so we work hard
with each one to prepare them
for that transition; this means
they leave us as confident, robust,
well rounded individuals ready
and eager to take on their new
challenges but taking with them
fond memories of their early
years at Kingscourt.
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Once you have been
a pupil at Kingscourt
you are a part of the
Kingscourt family –
always welcome with a
sense of belonging that
starts from the day
you join.
Guy Billington
Ex-Pupil 2004 - 2010
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Family
–

Everyone feels a part of the
Kingscourt family – children,
parents, staff, past pupils and their
families too. Everyone who comes
to visit us remarks on how the
school feels like a family where
individuals are celebrated and
respected, and anyone can flourish
and forge close friendships.
Whenever we host events
throughout the year, these are often
attended by our current parents,
grandparents and friends as well as
by families who left years ago and
who are always extremely welcome.
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Extending
–

We know that Kingscourt is
not just about obtaining a good
education; for our children, it’s also
about finding out who you are and
what you can achieve. This is never
more evident than at any one of
the wide range of extra-curricular
activities that we offer all year
round from cookery to football,
fencing to Lego building, wildlife
spotting, rugby, gardening, running,
chess, reading and computer code
writing – there’s really something
for everyone to have a go at and
enjoy with friends.
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Rigour
–

We encourage all of our children,
across all age groups here at
Kingscourt to aim high. We give
them the opportunity to push
beyond what is easy and to reach
for the next stage of learning
with enthusiasm.
Our timetable and high quality
teaching means that pupils are
correctly stretched when they
need to be, and able to step back,
relax and reflect on what they’ve
learned too. We strive to instil a
life-long love of learning in every
child so that they want to learn
for learning’s sake and not only
to achieve academic success.
We want every pupil to make
the most of the academic,
developmental and social
opportunities offered to them
at Kingscourt.
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Working together,
Kingscourt provides
an excellent, balanced
curriculum that meets
the needs of your
individual child.
Kingscourt Parent
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Progress
–

Kingscourt is not a school that likes
to stand still. We make sure that our
children are exposed to the latest
techniques in teaching and learning,
and in technological advances.
Each classroom features a
SmartBoard giving teachers access
to the internet to use in their
lessons and our Y5 and Y6 children
work with individual iPads for
research and collaborative teaching
purposes. This means that each
child can approach a lesson at their
own pace, teachers can quickly
track a child’s progress and work
can be shared via the SmartBoard
to enable whole class discussion.
Our children are digital natives; we
make sure we speak their language.
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Creative
–

Every child has the chance
to express their creativity at
Kingscourt either through drama,
music, art, spoken English, poetry
recital, giving presentations,
constructing with Lego, planning
and planting in the garden, or
working together on assembly
performances.
Children can find their own level
of desire to be creative and they
are actively encouraged to try
activities which they might not
have previously considered. Our
school trips encompass national art
galleries and theatre productions,
and we regularly stage plays,
musical recitals and art exhibitions.
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Kingscourt offers so
much more than
just education.
Kingscourt Parent
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Competitive
–

With our 25 acres of private
playing fields and walled garden,
we are well placed to offer a wide
range of sporting activities.
Sport and physical education play
a large part in our curriculum as
we are dedicated to the idea that
physical literacy translates into
academic ability and ease in
the classroom.
Pupils take part in team games
such as rugby, football, netball,
rounders, cricket, and pop and
field lacrosse. They can also pursue
individual sports such as judo,
gymnastics and fencing.
From Y4 we give children the
opportunity to play competitively
against other schools both at home
and away as we participate in the
Wessex League for rugby, football,
netball and cricket. We regularly
attend and host sporting festivals,
stage family football tournaments,
and a fathers’ cricket match.
Our popular annual Sports Day
encourages participation not only
from pupils but parents too!
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I love all the sports
here. Football, cricket,
rugby and lacrosse.
We’ve got loads of
space in the grounds.
Kingscourt Pupil
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Talented
–

We love to hear singing and
instruments being played at
Kingscourt. Throughout the
year our children are able to
study music both within their
lessons and during private tuition.
Our music teachers offer lessons
in singing, violin, guitar, piano,
flute, saxophone, cello, clarinet
and drums.
We have a senior choir which
practises together regularly and
performs at many of our seasonal
events both within school and in
the wider community.
Our musicians frequently delight
us with lunchtime and assembly
music recitals.
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Valued
–
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We know that education is not just
about success in the classroom.
We pay equal attention to our
children’s happiness, sociability
and feeling of belonging. Everyone
at Kingscourt learns the value of
respect and consideration, using
good manners and helping one
another from a very early age.
By the time our children are in
their last year, an important part
of their perfecting and mentoring
duties is to ensure that no-one is
left out or unhappy.

We work very closely with parents
to maintain our high levels of
pastoral care and pride ourselves
that we know each child and their
family very well.
Kindness is a major watchword at
Kingscourt – one which all of our
children bear in mind as they go
about their daily lives here.
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Beyond
–
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At the end of Year 6, our children
move on to their senior school.
We work closely with parents to
help them make the choice of
the best school to suit their child.
Pupils are encouraged to realise the
importance of learning to study in
their own time and, whilst in the
classroom, children are stretched
to their intellectual limits and
thoroughly prepared for entrance
examinations to a variety of
independent schools including:

Kingscourt displays the
kind of qualities we all
want our children to
inherit.
Kingscourt Parent

• The Portsmouth Grammar School
• Portsmouth High School
• Churcher’s College
• St John’s College
• Sherborne College
• Seaford College
• Frensham Heights
• Royal Hospital School
• St Edmund’s School
• The Royal School
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Recognised
–

Petersfield

Kingscourt is part of the Cognita
Schools Group, a world leading
international group of schools
currently encompassing 67
schools across three continents.
The Group employs around 4,000
teaching and support staff in the
care and education of around
27,500 pupils from the age of
1 to 18 years.
Wherever you visit a Cognita
school, you will find empowered
school leaders, committed teachers
and pupils who are enthusiastic
learners.
For more information on Cognita,
visit www.cognitaschools.com
or call 01908 396250

Southampton

Chichester

Portsmouth

Kingscourt School
Five Heads Road
Catherington
Hampshire
PO8 9NJ

Kingscourt is regularly inspected.
To read our latest report, please
visit our website:
www.kingscourt.org.uk/about-us/
inspection-report-2

T 023 9259 3251
F 023 9259 7481
office@kingscourt.org.uk
kingscourt.org.uk
This brochure describes the principles on which Kingscourt
School is presently run. Although believed correct at the time
of printing, the brochure is not part of any agreement between
parents and the School. Parents wishing to place reliance on any
specific matter contained within the brochure should seek written
confirmation before entering into an agreement.
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Kingscourt School is committed
to safeguarding and promoting
the welfare of children and
expects all staff and volunteers
to share this commitment.

Kingscourt gave me a fantastic
start in life and I left with
so many happy memories. I
cannot thank the staff enough
for their help, kindness and
encouragement over the years
which have inspired me on
my onward journey in my
education. I still visit Kingscourt
regularly and it is always like
‘coming home’.
Olivia Linares
Ex-Pupil 2001-2009

Design and production
www.carrkamasa.co.uk

Search: Kingscourt School
@kingscourtsch

